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pyes oven though topoeal sieeoids were adminisiernsd postope@ively, Comzal b was moc

severs i paaeals el with 210 12 dicpiers nf attaneped nefmetive change 4

Then: has been renewed icerestin modifying 4 alder reffacive surgical proceduce,
keraromUlessis, i ao 20000 0 S an cffeclive teanment hist minimizes e ncicence of
pesinperative visual evante and visual acuily chanpges that kyve reeently baen reperied with
rdiad keratorgmy and phoderefrnctive kacaeeiemy. Laser & situ kecatonw busis (L ASIRD, a5
gescrivad by Slade?, mvalves using a micmkersome o create o commenl fap. The carmeal
flap 1z ladd back ind the laser ablation is apolie o the comneal sroma rather than the comeal
suriace. Abludon wlih dic excimel lager preserees Bownan s memberane and mduces surgical
Irnnma o the edmend tissue. providing more consisient wound healing and more pradiciabls
dieptnc cimection. The ablatton is acturate For the amoune of comeal Hssus wemoved and ta
realment site and i3 survoeeding anes (opteal zone) can be vagied to provide optimal disploc
cormeclion wilh minimal tssue shlation.

LASTE can eltectivedy treat hotl Low anid kigh degress of gyvopia, hvperopia, and
astgmatisa. Since LASIK does nat discupd the epithelial strucsure, postoperative healing
ookl Rpidly and cafractive stwility odcur 5 carly 2s ons mnonth in many patiests.
Angcdagal mpons af visval adverse everis appear te he much lower than thase mparted with
FRE ind BE. Far these masons, opithalmic suegeons ars tueming thair atienticn w LASIK
a5 an allemalive Lo RK ané PRE.

L. PRIOH :CLIH[CH.L g TUDIES

The ivesiipators (O Hecbert §, Nesvyas nd Th. Amila Mayyas-Wallace) began teanng
patients wilh Lazer [otrastromal Keratomilawsis (LASIE} i Jaoeary 1996, As of Bebruany
17, 1957, ey have rarfocned 147 CASIK mvepiz procedures i 70 padems, Sevemccnal
the paticnts weee teakrd by Dr. Andtn Nesneas-Wallaoe and 53 paeienars werr beated Ty Dr.
Herbart Navyas.

[nformed cansent was obidned from all paticnls prior o the sareical procediicg. Falienes we:s
cansidered eligibla for LASTK freatment i they wepe g leest LB years al ape and not moce
than &4 years of age; pencmlly had a precpemlive begt spestacls conected visod acuiey
(BECYA) of 20040 in the operaed eye; had a stable mlracion with a refoactive eovoe
consisting af mypopia betwaen D00 andl 25,00 Jiopters wilh of Withu wnigmstism, Pabents
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